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Flood of applications for 2010

Survey: MBAs

Oct 31, 2009 11:30 PM | By David Jackson

Recession and World Cup teaming up for a potent one-two next year.

The debilitating effects of the economic recession on
the local and international job markets, combined
with a desire to be in South Africa for the 2010 Fifa
World Cup, has generated a surge of applications to
South African business schools for next year's MBA
programmes.

According to Professor Wim Gevers, associate
director: academic at the University of Stellenbosch
Business School (USB), the institution had already
seen the impact of the economic crisis on
applications.

For the 2009 academic year, USB had an all-time
high of 247 students enrolling for its full-time, part-
time and modular programmes. This was almost 9%
higher than the 227 enrolments in 2008.

Gevers added that business school applications had
been further boosted by the World Cup, with
prospective students looking to combine their
studies with the opportunity to be in the country
during the soccer spectacle.

"2010 is expected to be an exciting time for
companies operating in South Africa and some
interesting case studies will emerge on how
organisations look to leverage opportunities
presented by the World Cup," Gevers said.

He added that while there was still one month left to
apply at USB for its 2010 academic programmes, it
was already apparent that there would be a further
increase in applications.

The rise in applications at South African business
schools is consistent with the global picture. A
survey recently published by the Graduate
Management Admission Council, an association of
leading graduate business schools around the world,
reveals that almost 80% of full-time MBA
programmes had seen an increase in applications
during the 2008/09 cycle, compared with the
previous year.
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"It's normal to see an increase in MBA applications during difficult economic times," Gevers said.
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